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They are weak and fragile
They are needy and nervous

They are problematic and difficult

That is exactly how the Bible describes us.
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But before Jesus said those words, we had Psalm 23

A psalm of praise to God for the way in which he
shepherds his people

It describes attributes of God we can
rely on when we are feeling our most
sheepish.
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Because God is a good shepherd, 2 (&)
He will make sure we have what we need

We will not lack nourishment (Green Pastures)
We will not lack rest (Quiet Waters)

4k, We will not lack restoration (Refreshes)



He does this because He knows our nature and
knows our needs
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We can be free from anxiety Matthewgzil,

because we have a good shepherd who ..
Knows our needs

Stgtie Knows how to take care of us
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The Good shepherd does not just feed the v13j
sheep; He leads them where they need to go.

We are never lost He goes before us
We are never alone (He guides me)

He goes with us
(for you are with me)
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On life’s path the first thing the shepherd VI

must do is make the sheep feel safe

Therefore, the good shepherd
protects His sheep




The Psalmist refers to two instruments of protection;
a rod and a staff

The rod was a bat used to ward off attackers

The staff was a typical shepherd crook used to
round up sheep, and discipline unruly ones

God promises to protect us from outside attacks and
from ourselves
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The final verses paint the picture of a God B
who does more than protect, he blesses

' 7 He blesses us with victory




Paul says in (s 8 /that in Christ we are
wimorejthanlconquerorsy

The resurrection of Jesus is proof that evil will
not have the last word.

As K isays, Jesus has “(IB
keyslofideathlana/Hades P EEIGEE

sk swallowed up in life




Verse 5 continues with He blesses us with honor:

$Youlhavelanointed/mylhead|withlo/l),

Anointing with oil was a symbol of respect

Just as we saw in Psalm 8 how God bestows glory on
us, here too we see God bestowing honor on us

We may act like sheep, but we are not “just”
sheep to him
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We are who God says we are, and he crowns
simgiime US With honor and anoints our heads with oil




He blesses us with devotion
The Psalm concludes with the promise that God will

never abandon us. (GRG0 lX Liae locas
follow)

Both words refer to the loyalty and
devotion God has for His children

Even when they forsake,
He does not forsake them




He is, as the English Poet Frances Thompson once
called him, the great “Hound of Heaven” pursuing us
even when we flee from Him

God’s devotion will follow us all the days of our lives

He will never give up pursuing us

Our sin and selfishness cannot exhaust
) God’s mercy or weary His devotion




WelallYlikelsheepYhavelgonelastrayYeachlofus,
hasjturnedjtolougownlwaytandjthellloradlhas,
laidjonlhim]theliniquitylof{uslall:

Left to our own way all sheep wander

in search of our physical Needs, mental
rest, and a complete fulfilled life
ssziiie Where we feel safe, secure and
PEE blessed
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